Climate change and older persons:  The growing problem of drought and desertification meets a growing population
Monday, 11 May, Conference Room 4, 1:15 to 2:45 p.m.
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Organizational Partners:

Permanent Mission of Brazil to the United Nations

NGO Committees: Ageing, Migration, Human Rights, and Health
ECOSOC Status NGOs:  Society for the Psychological Study of Social Issues, International Immigrants Foundation, International Federation on Ageing, AARP, Gray Panthers, American Psychological Association, International Council of Psychologists, World Federation of Ukrainian Women’s Organizations, World Federation of Mental Health, International Association of Schools of Social Work, International Federation of Women Lawyers, International Federation of Women in Legal Careers, International Association of Gerontology and Geriatrics
The thematic focus: The session will focus on two themes of CSD-17, drought and desertification and consider environmental displacement and migration as examples of the interaction between climate change and the older populations.  The objective of the session is to explore how climate change affects a growing ageing population, how older persons can play a role, and how generations can learn from each other.  The session will highlight potential contributions of older people as well as the need for including them in planning efforts, and the impact on their human rights.  
Panelists and Topics 

· Mr. Cesar A. V. Bonamigo, First Secretary, Permanent Mission of Brazil
   Including older people in decision-making

· Mr. Jorge Bravo, Chief, DESA Population and Development Section
   Increase awareness of the global growth in the number of older persons

· Professor Charles Guzzetta, International Association of Schools of Social Work
   Include older people in livelihood interventions: Sustainable practices, traditional
     knowledge

_______________________

Photo credit: Mr and Mrs Smith celebrating the end of the drought at Mount Fraser Homestead, Australia, about 1931, Melbourne Museum Discovery Centre
